THE pry 


RECOMMENDING 


Better WAYS and M EANS 
Of raiſing the — 


NECESSARY SUPPLIES 


THAN 


Lotteries or T axes. 


WITH A 
WORD or TW O 


L CONCERNING AN 


INVASION. 


po CEE 


* 


— 


4 GON: DB. & 


Printed for R. BAxrDpwix, at the Roſe in Paterngſter Rin. 


AN 


A DDRESS 


TS 


THE GRE A T. 


HAVE always thought tht every pri- 
| vate Man ſhould endeavour to contribute 

to the Welfare of the Publick ; and as 
every real Patriot muſt be at Heart a true 
Engh/hman, ſo every Engliſiman ſhould be 
in ſome Meaſure a Patriot, Even the Oeco- 
nomy of my Family is regulated with ſome 
View to this Principle. I am myſelf an old 
Fellow of Seventy, and Father of three as 
gallant Lads as any in England: And I ſhould 
not deſpair of obtaining the Fus trium libe- 
rorum, if the endeavouring to make my Sons 
uſeful to the Publick entitled a Parent to the 
ſame Rewards with us, as the merely be- 
getting three Children conferred on a Citizen 
of Rome. My eldeſt Boy I have ſtationed in 
the Service of his Country in Parliament, and 


A 2 have 
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have no Reaſon to ſuſpect that he will either 


ſleep on his Poſt, or ſhamefully deſert it. 


My ſecond Son jo gone, without Dread of 
the War-hoop or Fear of being ſcalped, to 
aſſert our juſt Pretenſions in Nerth America ; 
and the youngeſt is on board his Majeſty's 
Navy. For my own Part, as I am now in- 
capable of bearing Arms in Defence of my 
King and Country, and not likely to add any 
further to the Number of my Fellow- 
ſubjects, the only Way in which I can now 
be of Uſe to them, is by giving them ſome 
plain wholeſom Advice ; which I hope they 
will receive as it is meant, cordially and 
kindly. Every Thing which I fay flows from 
an honeſt Zeal for my Country's Good, un- 
biaſſed by Intereſt, and unprejudiced by 
Party. In a Word, I have a fincere Love 
for OLD ENGLAND, without being either a 


Courtier, a profeſſed Antigall can, or an In- 
dependent Eleftor. 


It was an old Axiom of my Father's, 
Be induſtrious, be frugal, and you will be o- 
neſt and proſperaus, This Precept I have with 
the utmoſt Care inculcated into my Sons and 
the reſt of my Family : and, I think, a due 
Attention to this Advice would, of all other 
Things, be of the moſt Service to our Coun- 
try. Sævior arms luxuria is a Truth that 

was 
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was never proved by ſtronger Evidence than 
at preſent; and it may be truly ſaid that the 
Inundation of French Luxuries which has of 
late Vears poured in ſo rapidly upon us, has 
done us more Hurt than French Arms or 
French Politicks. If our GREAT MEN, who 
now lead the Faſhions in Profuſeneſs and 
Debauchery, could be prevailed on to make 
Induſtry modiſh, and bring Frugality into 
Vogue, we ſhould have little to fear from the 
Deſigns of our Enemies; and I will venture 
to add, that curing the National Vices would 
be the firſt and grand Step to the Diſcharge 
of the National Debt. 


By directing my Advice particularly to the 


Court and our GREAT Mex, and thereby 


inſinuating that there is Room for Amend- 
ment among them, perhaps I may be taken 
at firſt either for an envious Jacobite, an in- 
tereſted Scribbler who wants to rail himſelf 
into a Place or Penſion, or a diſcarded 
Courtier who has loſt one. But when the 
Reader has travelled through theſe Pages, he 
will, I hope, change his Opinion ; and per- 


cCeive that it is far from the Writer's Drift to 


recommend himſelf to the Notice and Favour 
of the Court ; much leſs to introduce himſelf 
to the Acquaintance of any of his Majeſty's 
Meſſengers. I write, as the Man on Ludgate- 
Hill 


{6) 
Hill ſells his Punch, merely pro bono publico: 
and I addreſs myſelf to Tur GREAT, becauſe 
it is chiefly in their Power to put Idleneſs 
and Extravagance out of Countenance. If 


r Perſons of Diſtinction would ſhew ſome 
little Attention to Buſineſs as well as Plea- 
ſure, and regulate their private Affairs with 
Oeconomy, Induſtry and Frugality would 
revive among their Inferiors. Example would 
make even Virtue faſhionable : but while the 
Richſquander their Thouſands and TenThou- 
fands, the very Beggar will waſte his Mite 
in Riot and Debauchery. Wherefore I moſt 
earneſtly addreſs myſelf to Tus GREAT, 

praying them to promote a Reformation of 
Manners, and as Dogberry ſays in the Play, 
* to correct themſelves for the Example of 
te others.” 


Whoever looks abroad into the World 
muſt have abundant Proofs of the Influence 
of Example, and it may be worth while to 
obſerve here how induſtriouſly the Vices of 


the Great Vulgar are imitated by the ſmall. 


Whenever Luxury has ſeized the whole 
Court, it muſt indeed ſoon diffuſe itſelf over 
the City and Country ; and whatever Poets or 
Speculatiſts may ſay, when Virtue is totally 
exiled from the Palace, it will not long find 
Shelter even in Cottages, The luxurious 


Bon 
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Bon Vivants among our Perſons of Quality 
have created Handicraft Gluttons, and made 
Epicures of Men of Buſineſs. The rich Man, 
who fares ſumptuouſly every Day, may in- 
deed refuſe the Lazarus at his Door the very 
Crumbs from his Table, but at the ſame 
Time perhaps he gives the ſubſtantial 
Tradeſman a Reliſh for the Smack of French 
Wines, and the high Gout of an Ortolan : 
A Turtle-feaſt is equally reliſhed at both 
Ends of the Town, and there is the ſame 
Fondneſs for Calipaſh and Calipee at St. 
James's and in the City. In ſhort, if eatin 
and drinking be a Science with which Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction only are thoroughly ac- 
quainted, their Inferiors have at leaſt pro- 
ceeded farther than the firſt Rudiments of it. 


As to magnificent Appearance in publick, 
gilt Chariots and laced Liveries are ſupported 
by many whoſe Fortunes are very unequal to 
ſuch an Expence; and while great Perſon- 
ages are vying with each other in the Splen- 
dor of their Equipage, ſeveral others, whom 
we may fairly ſtile the ſecond-hand Quality, 
are in a Manner eaten up by their Horſes. 
I have been informed that the Wheel-Tax 
raifes above double the Sum it produced 
when it was .firſt impoſed : And this great 
Increaſe may be eaſily accounted for. Since 


People 


5 
People of Faſhion have thought it neceſſary 
to keep half a dozen different Sorts of Vehi- 
cles, the Mechanick is no longer contented 
with ſqueezing his Wife and Children into 
an one-horſe Chair, but every Saturday rolls 
himſelf and his Family to his duſty Villa at 


Clapham or Highgate in a vis-a-vis, or a four- 
wheel Poſt-Chaiſe. 


The Expence of rich Cloaths alſo is be- 
come univerſal. Not only the Mercer di- 
zens out his Wife with the rich Remnants 
honeſtly nimmed in the Way of Trade; but 
the City Dames in general have diſcarded 
their Grograms, and there is no Diſtinction 
in outward Appearance between an Alder- 
man's Wife and a Counteſs. In a Word, 
there is no Species of Luxury or Expence 
introduced by Perſons of Diſtinction, which 
their Inferiors do not either equal by ſtrain- 
ing their Credit till it cracks again, or ſatirize 
by a ridiculous Imitation of it. 


The natural Conſequences of this general 


Luxury are mortaged Eſtates on one Hand, 
and frequent Bankruptcies in Trade on the 
other. The Man of Quality, to repair his 
ſhattered Fortune, flies to the Hazard-Table, 
and here too we ſee the Contagion of Ex- 
ample. Every Dice-Box that rattles in the 

Hand 
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Hand of Nobility at Arthur's is echoed by 
ſome plebeian Gameſter, who preſumes to 
ſhake his Elbows in leſs polite Parts of the 
Town. The Event in both Caſes is alſo 
too much alike; and unleſs ſome Means are 
deviſed to prevent every low Poltroon from 
being as wicked and debauched as his Bet- 
ters, Suicide will no longer be a Method 


of going out of the World, peculiar to Per- 
ſons of the firſt Rank and Quality. 


Since then People of Diſtinction are the 
perpetual Objects of Imitation, and (like 
Falftaff with his Wit) they cannot be good 
or bad themſelves without being the Cauſe 
of Piety or Wickedneſs in others, they can- 
not too ſpeedily propoſe the defired Example 
of Induſtry and Frugality. Let the Rich 
make it infamous to be idle or extravagant 
by contracting their own Expences, and at- 
tending to Buſineſs. Let their large Incomes, 
which now ſcarce ſupply the Demands of 
Luxury, be huſbanded with more Care : 
Let them retain enough to ſupport them 
with decent Dignity, and apply the Surplus 
to the Service of the Nation. 


Let me ſuppoſe that all the Penſioners in 
this Kingdom or Ireland (who together re- 


ceive annually a moſt immenſe Sum) were 
| B to 
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to wait on his Majeſty, and humbly requeſt 
Leave to ſurrender their Penſions to the Uſe 
of the Publick; expreſſing at the ſame Time 
the Shame and Confuſion they ſhould feel to 
be living in Splendor and Luxury, by his 
Majeſty's s Bounty, when the Kingdom is 
almoſt ready to ſink by the ſevere Oppreſſion 
of a Maltitude of Faxes. They might alfo 
teftify their Joy at being able to raiſe ſuch 

a vaſt Sum towards the Payment of thoſe 
8 we have been forced to raife at home, 
or thoſe we have been obliged to ſend FIRE 
from abroad ; and at the fame Time implore 
that no new Taxes might be levied by ex- 
ciſing Bricks, Tiles, Plate, or other Com- 
modities, but that their Reſignation might 
ſupply the preſent Neceſſities, without lay- 
ing freſh Loads on the People. What a glo- 
rious BAND OH PENSIONERS would here 
be! and how ſafe ſhould we pronounce his 
Majeſty ſurrounded by this great and nu- 
merous Band, with Battle-axes in their Hands 
inſtead of Penfions, for the Defence of his 
Royal Perſon and the Support of his King- 
doms! What noble, what difintereſted Pa- 
triots would theſe appear ! I could even be 
content to have Part of the Money they reſign 
laid out in printing their Names and Titles 
in Characters of Gold, to be tranſmitted with 
their * ame to lateſt Foſterity. a 

Let 
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(ar) 
| Let me ſuppoſe alſo another Set of GREAT 
Men, together at leaſt five handred, (I do 
not mean the H. of C.) moſt of them 
honoured with high Offices, attended with 


' immenſe Salaries from eight to one thou- 


ſand per Ann. ſome holding two or three 
Employments, and very few indeed none at 
all; let me ſuppoſe, I ſay, all theſe GREAT 
Mex going to Court on the ſame Kind of 
Errand with the former, and begging to 
dedicate their vaſt Salaries, and other Fmo- 
luments, to the Emergencies of the State. 
With what a Patriot Air might one, in the 
Name of the reſt, make the following Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty ! We, your Majeſty's 
* moſt Faithful ATP biohly ſenſible of 

* the many Obligations we owe your Ma- 
« jeſty, return you many Thanks for the 
% many Thoufands per Year we have long 
te enjoyed from your Bounty: And it is with 
ce Confuſion we own, that we have for many 
* Yearsexpended theſe moſt royal Largeſſes 
{© in great Luxury and Profuſion. We are 
© now deſirous loyally to lower our Appe- 
« tites for your Majeſty's Service, and are 
6 reſolved to bring down our proud Sto- 
« machs from John Dories, Red Mullets, 
« Ortolans, and Ruffs and Reeves, and be 
« content for the future with plain Beef and 
* Mutton ; hoping the vaſt Sums we thus 
B 2 6 give 
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te give up may henceforth be employed to 
e better Purpoſes.” What a noble BAND oF 
BEEF-EATERS would here be! tho' me- 
thinks I would give them a Name of yet more 
Dignity than the Title of Yeomen Beef- 
Eaters, and ſtile them The Lords, Knights, 
and Eſquires of ARTHUR's Round Table. 
At the ceaſing of the War they might with 
Honour reſume their Penſions and Places; 
unleſs ſtill they ſhould generouſly be content 
to apply the Half of each to the Sinking 
Fund, till the Nation 1s relieved from the 
heavy Debt it now labours under. A Band 
of ſuch Volunteers would be of more Ser- 
vice to the Common Weal than all the new- 
raiſed Regiments. Reſignations of this Sort 
would appear creditable inſtead of diſgrace- 
ful; and to this Manner of ſplitting Places 
no former Laws would be obnoxious, no 
Patriot ever would object. 


But that our GREAT Mx may not ima- 
gine, that J moſt unreaſonably expect them 
to follow Virtue merely for Virtue's ſake, I 
will ſhew them that Virtue will in theſe 
Circumſtances be its own Reward. They are 
not deſired to give up the Neceſſaries, or 
even the Comforts of Life, but only to forego 
the rank Enjoyments of Luxury and Debau- 
chery. I would not have a Duke dreſs in 
Sackcloth, 
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- Sackcloth, or a Lord wrap himſelf in Duf- 
fel, but only beg that the Cloaths of one 
Man of Quality ſhould not employ half the 
Embroiderers in Paris. I have no Objection 
to a Perſon of Faſhion's eating and drinking 
elegantly, but would not have the firſt Peo- 
ple in the Kingdom become like thoſe Men, 

whom Salluſt ſays Nature has made like 
te the Beaſts, prone, and obedient to their 
« Bellies: nor would I ſend our Nobility, 
like the firſt Men of ancient Rome, to the 
Plough-tail, though I am diſguſted at ſeeing 
them drawn along the Streets in Triumphal 
Chariots. I would have them at once ſerve 
their Country, and honour themſelves : and 
it muſt ſurely be a pleaſing Reflection to a 
Man of Senſe and Generofity, to think that 
he has contributed to raiſe the nobleſt kind of 
Subſidies, and that he has ſupplied the Public 
Wants by voluntarily taxing his Luxuries. 


Nor would there be in theſe Acts any 
extraordinary Self-Denial. One rich Man 
might only give up a Kennel of Hounds and 
a Stable of Hunters : Another need only thin 
his Hall of a few idle Fellows in Livery, and 
the Steward's room of a few more, idler 
Fellows (generally Foreign Papiſis) out of 
Livery, and cut off ſome other Superfluities 
in his Retinue and Equipage : a Third might 

contribute 
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contribute very largely to the public Neceſ- 
fities, by contenting himſelf with Courſes of 
Four and Four inſtead of Nine and Nine; 
by which Means he might be ſure of doing 
more good to his country, than by daily 
getting drunk with Conſtitutional Bumpers, 
toaſting Proſperity to OL.D EnG6LanDd. A 
Fourth, a Fifth, a Sixth, &c. &c. might 
each add conſiderably to ſuch a National 
Fund, by ſeverally giving up a Stud of Ra- 
cers, a Corniſh Borough, an extravagant fille 
de zoye, or ſome other incumbrance that now 


lies heavy on their Eſtates; and thus, from 


Spendthrifts and Debauchees, become the chief 
Promoters of public Spirit and Patriotiſm. 


Many of our Patriots have been very ſtre- 
nuous in oppoſing the Naturalization of Fo- 


reigners, and yet there are To Foreigners, 
who are at preſent great Favourites at Court, 
and are better received among perſons of 
Faſhion than any of our Countrymen. Theſe 
People, though remarkable for their Idleneſs 


and Extravagance, are not only careſſed and 


admired, but maintained here at a very con- 
ſiderable Expence: and even the Ladies have 
gone ſo far as as to ſubſcribe large Sums for 
their Support. Some well- meaning People 
are inclined to ſuſpect theſe Two Foreigners 
as concealed Emiſſaries from our Enemies, 

* planted 
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planted here to draw us into the worſt 
Schemes and moſt ruinous Meaſures, But 
one of them has ſo very little Senſe, that 
thoſe who are beſt acquainted with him, 
think it impoſſible for him to have any hand 
in the Plot: though indeed the other is re- 
markable for a dark diſguiſed Behaviour, and 
ſeems calculated for the moſt villainous Pur- 
poſes. The reader, I dare fay, already 
eſſes whom 1 hint at; and is apprized 
that the firſt of theſe Two Foreigners is the 
OPERA, and the other the MasQUERADE. 


To drop the Allegory and ſpeak in plain 
Terms, I could wiſh that the Paſſion for 
expenſive Diverſions was reſtrained, and that 
it was no longer faſhionable to kill Time and 
Common-ſenſe at an Opera, and to promote 


Gaming and Intrigues at a Maſquerade. The 


Nation might afford our GREAT Men as 
proper Matter for Conſideration as Tus Min- 
gotti, and I believe that our Stacks would 
be more likely to riſe, if we were to ſee the 
Opera Subſcription No Price, At a Time 
when every Mail may be expected to bring 
us the moſt ſerious Intelligence, I am ſorry to 
find the polite World in Raptures at the 
News brought by an Expreſs from Pruſſia to 
the Haymarket. It ſeems that a Negociation 


has been carried on for ſome Time paſt be- 


tween 


(216) 


tween Signor. Vaneſchi (the preſent Surinten- 
dant des plaiſirs d' Angleterre) and a Lady now | 


in the Service of the Gamut at Berlin: at the 
- Succeſs of which our Opera Politicians are 
more rejoiced than at the late Treaty we have 
ſo happily concluded with the King of Pruſſia. 
But might not the immenſe Sums, laviſhed 
on Crotchets and Semiquavers, be more pro- 
perly applied to National Uſes ? and would 
not the Example of our Nobility contribute 
to ſuppreſs the Number of Publick Places, 
which ſwarm in and about this Metropolis, 
more effectually than the Licence-AQ ? 


If Tux GREAT ſhould at length be pre- 


vailed on to ſet the propoſed Example, with 
what Tranſport ought their Inferiors to em- 
brace the Opportunity of following it! What 
an happy Reverſe would jit produce in their 


Circumſtances! The Tradeſman need no 
longer be aſhamed of living by his Buſineſs, 


when Induſtry is the Faſhion ; nor would he 
be reduced to the cruel Neceſſity of lamely 
eking out his ſmall Income to the Meaſure 
of his Luxuries, when Frugality becomes 
creditable. I may fairly ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
„ have been young, and now am old: 
yet never ſaw I the Tnduſtrious forſaken, 
* nor his Seed begging their Bread,” Indeed 
in this Kingdom to many Ways lay open to 

| obtain 
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obtain ah honeſt Livelihood; that it is im- 
poſſible for any, but the Idle and Extrava- 
gant, to be in Want: Yet we are a Nation 
of Beggars, and ſcarce any Man's Income is 
equal to his Expences. But they, whom 
Fortune has denied an Eſtate, may be aſ- 
ſured, that the Profits reaped by Induſtry, 
and huſbanded by Oeconomy, will ſupport 
them with more Eaſe and Credit than the 
Wages of Iniquity. The high Road to 
Wealth is how rarely trod by Induſtry, 
but crouded with Sharpers, Pimps, Stock- 
jobbers, Traitors to their King, and Sellers 
of their Country: yet honeſt active Dili- 
gence, who ſcorns * be ſeen in ſuch Com- 
a 7 may yet ſtrike out new Paths to Riches. 

y Father's Maxim, Be induſtrious, be fru- 
gal, and you will be honeſt and proſpercus, 
can never fail. I now recollect, among 

many others of leſs Note; two remarkable 
Inſtances of it : and as an old Fellow may 
be indulged-in tattling, I will here fet them 
down for the Imitation of the Reader. 


In the Reign of Queen Arne, 1 remem- 
bat a poor Journeyman- Taylor, who found 
it almoft 5 impoſſible to maintain himſelf and 
his Family by his Bufineſs. However he 
did not deſpair, but refolved fince he could 
not ſnpport himſelf by a ſingle Profeſſion, 2 

make 
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make up a Livelihood by two or three ; as 
| Coat, Waiſtcoat, and Breeches form a 
complete Suit, Accordingly, during the 
whole Winter, he uncroſſed his Legs about 
Six in the Evening to go and enact the Lion 
in the Opera, and fo got his Living by being 
nightly killed by Signor Nicolini. In Sum- 
mer, being an univerſal Genius for the 
Imitation of Birds and Beaſts, this Lion- 
Taylor added to the ſcanty Profits of the 
Shop- board by “ roating like any Nigbtin- 
« gale” in the counterfeit Aviary at Vaux- 
hall. By theſe Means, and managing his 
little Gains with Care, he ſupported him- 
ſelf, a Wife, and three Children: and tho' 
his Needle alone could not get him Bread, 
his other Employments provided him with 
Drink too. The late ſtarveling Taylor now 
reaped the Rewards of his Induſtry, and 
had the Comfort of indulging himſelf with 
a Tankard of Porter, and ſmoaking his Pipe 


every Evening either as a Lion or a Nightin- 
gale. 


The other Inſtance of this Sort, which 
is alſo within my own Memory, is an honeſt 
Freeholder, who was ingenious enough to 
maintain himſelf and a large Family by the 
Profits accruing from his landed Eſtate, 
which conſiſted of no more than one ſingle 


Acre. 
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Acre. By exerting all his Intereſt he got 
himſelf appointed Scavenger of the Pariſh, 
which Office gave him an Opportunity of 
laying all the Dung and Dirt he could ſcrape 
together on his own Piece of Ground. He 
ſold out the Dung by Loads to the Gardiners, 
got together a Parcel of Cinder-Wenches, 
and by laying up the ſifted Cinders, like win- 
nowed Corn the Produce of other Eſtates, 
he heaped up a comfortable Subſiſtence. At 
the ſame Time, if a Gold Ring, a Silver 
Spoon, or any other Trinket or Utenſil was 
found among the Aſhes, he took Care to 
have them condemned to his own Uſe, like 
Waifs and Strays to the Lord of the Manor. 
Thus he ſupported himſelf as handſomely 
as many more ſubſtantial Freeholders, with- 
out ever being obliged to a Candidate at an 
Election for ſo much as a fingle Dinner, 
or taking a Bribe to vote againſt his Con- 
ſcience. 


Theſe little Stories may convince us that 
the Bread of Induſtry may be always earned, 
and that Induſtry will alſo as naturally beget 
Oeconomy, as Idleneſs is the Parent of Ex- 
travagance. The preſent general Luxury 
ariſes from Lazineſs, for whoever labours 
hard for Money is not apt to ſquander it. 
Now, even Apprentices attempt to be fine 

C 2 Gen- 
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Gentlemen; the very Cinder-Wenches drink 
Tea upon their Durgtills; and it was but a 
Day or two ago that I heard a blind Beggar 
ſcolding his Wife, who was come to lead 
him home to Dinner, for neglecting to pro- 
vide him. a Seville Orange to his Veal, 
« You know, ſays he, I would not give a 
« Farthing for my Veal without an Orange; 
** and yet, you old ——; (mentioning the 
feminine Gender of Deg) you never re- 
member to get one.“ 


1 have thus beſtowed ſome few Admo- 
nitions on the inferior Sort of People, more 
out of Courteſy than Neceflity ; being con- 
vinced that whenever THE Pura ſhall 


think meet to ſet a good Example, their 


Dependants will immediately follow it. A 
few late Oczurrences in their Behaviour have 
inclined me to hope that the Succeſs of my 
Scheme is not merely chimerical : if ſo, 
it will add much to the preſent Luſtre of 
the Age, and our GREAT My may be 
aſſured, that their uniting in the Cauſe of 
Reformation will be more to their Honour, 
than forming themſelves into Jockey Clubs 
or Aſſociations for the Preſervation of the 


on. . 
It 
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It has given me great Satisfaction to ob- 
ſerve ſome noble Lords manifeſt their Loy- 
alty at this Juncture, by offering to raiſe 
Regiments for the Service of the Govern- 
ment. I muſt own indeed, I do not think 
the Undertaking will be attended with any 
great Danger to their Perſons, and wiſh I 
could prevail on them to turn the ſame Stream 
of Patriotiſm into another Channel. It would 

be better if their Zeal was not altogether ſo 
military. Methinks many of our young 
Nobles ſeem to have been lately bitten by a 
Kind of military Tarantula : which, how- 
ever, martial Muſick is ſo little adapted to 
cure, that they are dancing down to their 
| ſeveral Counties by Beat of Drum, like fo 
many recruiting Serjeants, I would not 
here be underſtood to oppoſe the Augmen- 
tation of our Troops for the preſent ; but I 
cannot help having cruel Apprehenſions of 
their not being diſbanded ſo eaſily as _> 
are levied. I remember the Time, thoug 
I was then but young, when there was more 
Dread of a Standing Army than poſſeſſes the 
People now: A worthy Gentleman in par- 
| ticular, with whom I fat in Parliament, 
though he had no great Eſtate, was Knight 
of the Shire for Ex. He was a good 
Man, an old Whig, and had nine Sons in 
the 
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the Army; notwithſtanding which, after 
the Peace of Ryſwick, he voted for the 
Reduction of the Army, to the Numbers 
it was allowed to conſiſt of in Time of 
Peace. This is the true Spirit of priſtine 
Whiggiſm, when Integrity, Virtue, and 
Whiggiſm were almoſt ſynonimous Terms: 
but the Whiggiſm of theſe Days is, I * 
greatly vitiated, perhaps I might ſay ge- 
nerally adulterated with the foul and filthy 
Dregs of the moſt abominable Venality. 
J have heard too, that in the Beginning of 
King William's Reign, though he had ſo 
lately retrieved our Liberties, and fixed our 
Religion and Conſtitution, he was obliged 
to diſband the Army by which he effected 
it; and even his Blue Guards were ſent 
away, though he begged Leave to retain 
them as a Favour, Nay more, when this 
Matter came to be debated in Parliament, 
many of the Lords and Grooms of the Bed- 
chamber, who were in waiting, aſked Leave 
to attend the ſeveral Houſes, and there voted 
for ſending them away. But as the preſent 
Age ſeems inclined to be more complaiſant, 
and as I can ſcarce bring myſelf to believe 
that any of the preſent Lords of the Bed- 
chamber would petition to attend the Houſe 
roughly to deny the Demands of a Superior, 
1 own I cannot but have ſome Fears, leſt 
this 
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this-increaſed Army ſhould continue on our 
Country much longer than we have an 

Occaſion for it. I ſhould be glad therefore, 
if our Nobility would rather 2xert their pub- 
lick Spirit in promoting Induſtry and Fru- 
gality, than thus proclaim their Loyalty at 
the Drum-head. We are, in Truth, as far 
as I can ſee, in more Danger from Luxury 
than an Invas1on, and have no Enemies to 
fear ſo much as Idleneſs and Extravagance. 


But fince the Alarm is gone forth, to the 


great Diſmay of ſome well-diſpoſed People, 
I ſhall here ſubjoin a Word or two to appeaſe 
their Terrors, and quiet the Fears of all the 
old Women of both Sexes, 


Though I am chiefly led to throw to- 
gether theſe Reflections from a Deſire of the 


publick Good, I am partly induced to it by 


my Regard for the preſent Miniſtry. As a 
Patriot and an Engh/hman, I cannot but 
applaud their inceſſant Care for the national 
Welfare, and am pleaſed to ſee them guard- 
ing our Safety with ſuch unwearied Vigi- 


lance. If they imagine that we indeed have 


Reaſon to be alarmed from the Deſigns of 
France, they are undoubtedly in the right 
to provide againſt them. If they ſuppoſe 
that the Enemy is making very formidable 
Preparations to invade us, they are certainly 


prudent 
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prudent in calling over ſo many thouſands of 
foreign Troops, at the Expence of ſo many 
thouſands of Pounds, to repel ſo potent an 
Adverſary. But I am under much Uneaſi- 
neſs, leſt their generous Cautions ſhould at 
length draw on them a Load of popular 
Invective. And this will moſt probably be 
the Event, if the Alarm of an Invas1o0N 
ſhould prove a mere Bugbear, a Raw-Head- 
and-bloody-Bones, to ſcare the Infants in 
Politicks; and if the People ſhould find 
themſelves in Danger of being eaten up by 
their very good Friends and Allies, without 
having one Enemy to conteſt with. 
That this may poſſibly be the Caſe, I am 
inclined to ſuppoſe from the following Con- 
ſiderations. | | 


I have now laying before me moſt of the 
Papers and Pamphlets, which thoſe Politi- 
cians who ſeem terrified with the Notion of 
an INxvAslox, have yet committed to Pr int: 
and indeed by the Weakneſs of their Argu- 
ments and their wild Manner of reaſoning, 
one would imagine that they were really 
(according to the common Phraſe) frighted 
out of their Wits, One of theſe Gentlemen 
ſeems convinced that France is meditating an 
IxvAslox, becauſe their Troops have been 
ſtationed along the Coaſt, ready (he takes 

for 
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for granted) to make an immediate Deſcent 
on our Iſland. - But ſo many Men, ſo many 
« Minds: and what appears Proof of an 
intended IxvAsiox to him, inclines me to 
believe diametrically oppoſite. The Poli- 
ticks of the Court of Verſailles are not ſo 
very flimſy as to concert Meaſures, which 
muſt beforehand let us into the Secret of 
their Intentions. If they meditated an Ix- 
vAslox, would they ever take a Step which 

roi apprize us of their Deſign, and give 
us. Warning to prepare for their Reception ? 
Is it not more likely, ſuppoſing ſuch a 
Scheme in Agitation, that they would take 
every poſſible Precaution to hoodwink Suſ- 
picion, and endeavour to come upon us (as 
we are taught to expect the laſt Day) like 
« a Thief in the Night.” 


Another Writer is alarmed for the Fate of 
England, on Aſſurance that ſeven hundred 
flat-bottomed Boats, containing each five 
hundred Frenchmen, are very ſpeedily to 
pour upon us all the Horrors of an Inva- 
$10N. I do not wonder at his being terrified 
at ſuch Intelligence, for as a ſhrewd Poli- 
tician and a Man of nice Calculation, he 
muſt undoubtedly have computed that ſeven 
hundred Boats, tranſporting five hundred 
Men each, will bring over no leſs than three 

D hundred 
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hundred and fifty Thouſand, A Drawcanfir 
Expedition indeed ! and appears to me as 
formidable and as eaſy to be put in Execu- 
tion, as a Scheme I remember to have ſeen 
| ſomewhere propoſed for the King of France 
to bring over his whole Nation with Spades 
and Pickaxes, to dig up Great-Britain, and 
throw it into the Bottom of the Sea, What 
the Conſequences of ſuch an Inroad of Pi- 
oneers might be I will not pretend to deter- 
mine; but I will venture to prophecy that 
we ſhall receive no more Injury from the 
French FL AT Bottoms now, than we did from 
the od Engliſb BROAD Bottoms ſome Years 
ago. 


- Thoſe who talk fo familiarly of an Inva- 
SION do not reflect on the many Difficulties, 

which the Invaders muſt overcome. Not - 
to mention the caſual Oppoſition of the 
Winds and Waves, the comparative Weak- 
neſs of the French Marine ſhould be con- 
ſidered, and the Broadfides which theſe ho- 
ſtile Flat-bottoms would probably meet with 
from our own Fleet in their Paſſage. Even 
ſuppoſing them to be landed, at leaſt any 
Number leſs than three hundred and fifty 
Thouſand, a conſiderable Force marched 
immediately againſt them, before they have 
Time to furniſh themſelves with Horſes, 
| Proviſtons, 


- 
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Proviſions, and other Neceſſaries, muſt in- 
evitably deſtroy them. Whoever recollects 
how many Obſtacles the Revolution itſelf 
had to encounter, and with what Difficulty 
that noble Undertaking was brought to bear, 
will not have much Apprehenſion from any 
Invaſion at preſent. Though the greateſt 
Part of the Kingdom was deſirous of eſta- 
bliſhing our Liberties by fixing our Great 
Deliverer on the Throne, this glorious Pur- 
poſe would perhaps never have been effected, 
if James II. had not given up his own Cauſe 
by Flight. Since then a Deſcent on our 
Iſland, by a Prince powerfully ſupported 
and eſpouſed by the chief of our Nobility, 
with ſuch Difficulty accompliſhed the gene- 
ral Wiſh, is it probable that the Enterprize 
of a rude Invader ſhould ſucceed, in ſpite 
of the Efforts of a whole People firmly at- 
tached to the preſent Government, and riſing 
in Arms to defend it? 


Theſe Things being well conſidered, the 
Fears of an Invaſion muſt be greatly abated: 
not that I would affirm an abſolute Impoſſi- 
bility of an Attempt to land in this King- 
dom ; but only as I think it much more 
probable that our Enemies ſhould make 
their Attacks in the Weſt Indies, or at Mi- 
norca, or perhaps at Jerſey and Guernſey, or 


IN 


( 28.) 
in Ireland. Neither do I doubt, but they 
will take every Opportunity of putting us to 
Trouble and Expence, by keeping us in 
perpetual Fears of an Invas1on. 


Upon the Whole, I am more alarmed at 
the Diſſoluteneſs that prevails ſo generally 
among our own People, than at any Deſigns 
of our Enemies. The preſent univerſal 
Luxury and Idleneſs are of themſelves ſuffi- 
cient to ruin us. No Community can ſubſiſt 
unſupported by Induſtry and Oeconomy : 

for it is impoſſible that any People, totally 
given up to Diſſipation and Extravagance, 
can be reſtrained by the ſacred Ties of Re- 
ligion or Morality, the only firm Bonds of 
Union and Society, The richeſt of us have 
not Eſtates equal to the Demands of Luxury : 
how then are the leſs Affluent, nay even the 
Indigent, to anſwer them ? By the moſt in- 
famous Means : by all Sorts of Fraud, 
Rapine, and Murder. There is nothing ſo 
vile, . no Crime ſo heinous, which the Love 
of Luxury has not produced among us. 
Read over the Seſſions Papers; and among 
the many Wretches condemned at the 01 
Bailey, obſerve how many fall a Sacrifice to 
Idleneſs and Extravagance. Every Page will 
afford Inſtances of Forgery, Robbery, or 
Murder, executed as the helliſh Means of 
obtaining the Supplies of Luxury. | 
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The preſent Situation of Affairs is a loud 
Call to the whole People, but eſpecially to 
Tre GREAT, to promote Induſtry and Fru- 
ality, The Countenance they give to 
Luxury in ſome Sort dignifies and exalts it; 
and by the fatal Influence of their Example 
they become acceflary to all the Crimes 
ariſing from the Idleneſs and Extravagance 
of their Inferiors. The ſolemn Obſervance 
of the late FasT ſhewed the Minds of the 
People to be well-diſpoſed, and plainly 
proves that they want nothing but a good 
Example to ſtrengthen them in the Diſ- 
charge of their Duty. Let Tus GREAT 
then make no Delay in propoſing this Ex- 
ample : let them particularly ſhew a Senſe 
of Religion in their Converſation and Beha- 
viour, and diſcourage to the utmoſt of their 
Power the ſhameful Profeſſions of Atheiſm 
and Infidelity, ſo infamouſly common among 
us. Let them reſign a few idle Vanities, to 
give them no harſher Term, for the Good 
of their Country : and let them ſhew ſome 
Attention to the Precepts of that SacreD 
TEACHER, who has directed them © To take 
up the Croſs, and follow him.” 
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